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local product fell... they devised a means of saddling the losses upon
the ryots. Where the ryots could not find cash,  hand-notes  and
mortgage deeds  were  made for payment in instalments  bearing
interest at twelve per cent per annum. Under the tinkathia system the
ryot has been obliged to give his best land for the landlord's crops,
in some cases the land in the front of his house has been so used, he
has been obliged to give his best time and energy also to it so that
very little time has been left to him for growing his own crops—his
means of livelihood. Cart-hire sattas have been forcibly taken from
the ryots for supplying carts to the factories on hire insufficient even
to cover the usual outlay. Inadequate wages have been paid to the
ryots where labour has been impressed and even boys of tender age
have been made to work against their will. Ploughs of the ryots have
been impressed and detained by the factories for days together for
ploughing factory lands for a trifling consideration and at a time
when they required them for cultivating their own lands. Dasturi
has been taken by the notoriously ill-paid factory amlas out of the
wages received by the labourers often amounting to the fifth of their
daily wages and also out of the hire paid for the carts. In some villages
the chamars have been forced to give up to the factories the hides of
the dead cattle belonging to the ryots. Illegal fines, often of heavy
amounts, have been imposed by factories upon ryots who have proved
unbending. Among the other methods adopted to bend the ryots to
their will, the planters have impounded the ryots'  cattle, posted
peons on their houses, withdrawn from them barbers', carpenters'
and smiths* services, have prevented the use of village wells and
pasture lands by ploughing up the pathway and the lands just in
front of or behind their homesteads, have brought or promoted civil
suits or criminal complaints against them and resorted to actual
physical   force   and   wrongful   confinements.   The   planters   have
successfully used the institutions of the country to enforce their will
against the ryots and have not hesitated to supplement them by
taking the law in their own hands. The result has been that the
ryots have shown an abject helplessness, such as I have not witnessed
in any part of India where I have travelled. I am aware, too, that
there are some Indian zamindars who are open to the charges made
above. Relief is sought for in their cases as in those of the planters.
Whilst there can be no doubt that the latter have inherited a vicious
system, they with their trained minds and superior position have

